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Andrew Obara was born in 1955 in the days before 
Kenya’s independence. As a young man, he watched 
as his nation struggled to unclench itself from 
the tight grasp of the British Colonies. When the 
independent Republic of Kenya was officially formed 
in 1964, Andrew and his family joined in the hopes of 
many that life would be better. 

Things did not turn out as expected. 

Disease began to run rampart through the country infecting thousands 
with malaria and cholera. Then, HIV/AIDS struck and brought almost an 
entire generation of parents and caregivers to its knees, leaving a mass 
of orphans in its wake.

“The government was overwhelmed with providing essential services,” 
recalls Andrew.

Sitting in a well-kept home in a friendly High Park neighbourhood, Andrew 
glances at the small group of Canadian friends that now sit around him 
and his wife Leonora. Worlds away from the challenges of Kenya, the 
couple sips tea and laughs good-naturedly with their hosts. Quietly, 
this small international band of friends has become an unassuming but 
significant part of the solution to a problem that has become epic.

“Africa is highly affected by the AIDS pandemic and there are millions 
of children whose parents have died from AIDS-related complications. 
When these children don’t have parents to care for them, they are very 
alone and vulnerable,” says Robyn Salter, a social worker who first met 
Leonora at a conference in Toronto. 
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 Andrew and Leonora Obara now have 15 children, 10 of whom they have 
adopted. They started (Village of Love) as a way to help other families who 

are taking care of orphans.

This international band of friends is changing the world one step at a time.
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At the time, Leonora and Andrew had five 
children born to them and were caring for five 
more children whose parents had died of AIDS.  
Then, Andrew and Leonora adopted five more 
orphans, putting their family at a total of 15. 
Robyn reached out to her friend John Rossall 
and together they approached their local church.

“I was the minister of Runnymede United Church 
where Robyn and John attended. Robyn talked 
with a social action group at Runnymede which 
was attended by John and others, including 
me. In time, the church came to be involved in 
sending financial support,” explains Linda Levin. 

Realizing that more needed to be done, the 
Obaras created a community-based organization 
in 2010 called Kijiji Cha Upendo or Village of 
Love, which seeks to support and equip other 
Kenyan couples in Kibera who, out of the love of 
their hearts, take in orphaned children from the 
slum community. The Village of Love provides 
the families a boost by giving their already-
existing small businesses micro-loans. 

“As the number of orphans started going up, 
projects like our’s started emerging as the 
government was overwhelmed,” explains 
Andrew, who now serves as the Project 

After retiring as the minister of Runnymede United Church, Linda Levin founded 
the Village of Love Canada and now acts as its chair.
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Do you know a neighbour who has a story to share? 
Nominate your neighbour to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! Contact us at ctripp@bestversionmedia.com.

Administrator of the community-based organization. “Kijiji Cha Upendo 
was born out of the requests for help from the community . Our project is 
still small, but we are recognized in our community in Kenya and we have 
established a good relationship with Runnymede United Church.”

“Before the Obaras started the Village of Love, the families couldn’t 
provide the basics like food, yet they were still taking in orphans. Now 
that they are part of a larger organization, they can speak with one voice 
and get support from other parts of the world,” says Linda, who has since 
retired from the pastorate and started the Village of Love Canada to help 
support the project in a larger way (the Village of Love Canada is part of 
the Canada  Africa Partnership Network and can give tax receipts).

“All of the good work that has been done through this initiative started 
out as a few people here in our neighbourhood reaching out to support a 
couple in Kenya, the Obara’s, who were doing something extraordinary,” 
says John. “Their story inspired more people over time and the support 
provided to the Obara’s helped their work grow and become more 
organized. (Most) had never met (them), but were inspired and moved 
by what they were doing.”

Over the last seven years, the Village of Love in Kenya has grown from 
15 families that embraced 75 children to 75 families that embrace 400-
500 children. They are now inviting a wider community of people to be a 

part of what is happening.

“The world has a lot of issues and inequity which can be overwhelming, 
but this opportunity to improve the lives of a relatively small number 
of people in Kenya has been a way to do something tangible and 
meaningful,” concludes John.

For more information on the Village of Love visit www.villageoflovecanada.
org or contact Linda Levin at linda.levin@villageoflovecanada.org.

• Blinds • Shades
• Shutters
• Custom Drapes

Signature Window Fashions with over 30 years of experience in the 
window coverings industry has the latest & greatest to bring your windows to life!

Call us today at (416) 255-1212
or email info@signaturewf.ca to 
schedule your free consultation!

www.windowfashions.ca 

Save the Tax &
Free Installation

Cathy Vargas
Mortgage Advisor GTA, CIBC Mortgages & Lending
Tel: 1-888-415-2970 • Mobile: 647-404-1169
cathy.vargas@cibc.com

Whether you’re a �rst time buyer or buying your 
next home, the �rst step is getting the right 
mortgage advice. Meet with a mobile CIBC 
Mortgage Advisor when and where it’s convenient 
for you.

 No obligation mortgage advice
 A mortgage solution that �ts your lifestyle
 Fast, easy mortgage pre-approval so you can 
       shop with con�dence

Banking that
�ts your life

HOME SMITH
INTERIORS

309 Roncesvalles Avenue 
416.484.3702 

www.homesmithhouse.com

Just what you’ve been looking for 
home furnishings ● lighting ● bedding & linens ● accents & accessories ● personal design services 


